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OT (IBS) 612 PSALMS 
Asbury Theological Seminary – Florida Campus 
 
Spring 2003 
Instructor: Brian D. Russell♣ 
Brian_Russell@asburyseminary.edu (email is checked daily, including weekends in 
most cases) 
Office Phone: 407.482.7660 (I check messages weekdays) 
Office Hours: Tuesday 2-3 PM 
   Wednesday 1-2 PM 
   Thursday 12-1 PM (other hours by appt.)  
 
"Apply the whole of the text to yourself; apply the whole of yourself to the text." – 
Bengel 
 
I. GENERAL COURSE DESCRIPTION 
A survey of the Psalter as a whole and a detailed, inductive study of examples of each of 
the major Psalm types, with special attention given to the interpretation of Hebrew poetic 
literature.  The OT community's theology and worship are studied as they are reflected in 
the Psalter.  This course seeks intentionally to incorporate the grammatical analysis of the 
Hebrew language into the overall inductive process. 
 
PER CATALOG GUIDELINES, THIS COURSE WILL REQUIRE A WEEKLY 
TIME COMMITMENT OF 7.5-9.0 HOURS OF WORK.  PLAN YOUR 
SCEDULES ACCORDINGLY. 
 
Part of this course involves learning to work within time constraints.  You could easily 
spend hundreds of hours on any of the assignments for this class, but in reality, for many 
of you, the time limits in this class will approximate the time available during "normal" 
weeks for sermon and teaching preparation. 
 
Work diligently this semester to master the totality of this method and its application in 
the time available and you will have a rich resource to draw on for the rest of your 
ministry.  Those whom you teach will be blessed!!! 
 
II. COURSE OBJECTIVES 
A.   Methodology.   By the end of the course the student should be able evidentially 
and contextually to: 
1. Interpret books-as-wholes and any of their parts in light of the whole;  
2. Interpret poetic materials, 
3. Evaluate and apply passages thus interpreted; 
                                            
♣ Significant portions of this syllabus reflect the influences of my IBS teachers at ATS (Profs. 
David Thompson and David Bauer) as well as their mentor in the method Robert A. Traina who 
taught IBS (then English Bible) at ATS from 1966-88.  I am grateful and thankful for the role that 
the IBS department has played in my development as a person, teacher, and interpreter of 
Scripture.    
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4. Correlate the theology of the passages studied to the teaching of other 
biblical materials, thus moving toward a biblical theology. 
 
B.   Content.  The student shall be able to: 
1. Think through the contents of each psalm studied in the course without 
recourse to the printed text, identifying major passages and delineating 
major themes; 
2. Demonstrate the importance of a sound methodology for interpretation, 
including specific examples from the Psalter; 
3. Use a general knowledge of the historical and religious background of the 
Psalter in the interpretation of these books.  
 
C. Attitude. The student should desire and intend to: 
1. Apply the inductive method to other biblical books; 
2. Make the Psalter the object of life-long study; 
3. Use the Psalter as a resource for preaching,  teaching and living. 
 
 
III. CLASS RESOURCES 
A. Required Texts 
1. RSV, NRSV, NIV, or some other non-paraphrased version of the Bible.  
The best Bible for IBS is one that contains only the text without paragraph 
headings, study notes, etc.  I found it profitable to buy a completely 
unmarked "pew" bible to use exclusively for IBS.   
2. Bible Study That Works. Revised edition. Evangel Press, 1994. David L. 
Thompson .   
3. William W. Klein, Craig Blomberg, and Robert Hubbard, Introduction to  
  Biblical  Interpretation (Word, 1993)  
4. James Luther Mays.  Psalms.  Interpretation. Louisville: WJK, 1994. 
5. J. Clinton McCann and James C. Howell.  Preaching the Psalms 
(Abingdon, 2002) 
 
B. On-line Class Resources 
A First Class account is recommended for this class.  Within First Class you will 
find: 
• OT612 (IBS) Psalter Class Folder.  This folder serves two purposes: (1) 
Course materials. Copies of all printed course materials are also here.  View by 
left clicking on OT (IBS) 612 folder and opening the Course Center Icon; (2) 
Questions of a general nature can be posted here for all to view.  All confidential 
matters (assignments, etc.) need to be sent directly to my email box 
 
C. Commentaries: 
I have not placed any additional commentaries on reserve.  Most are available in 
the Reference section (see below for best commentaries).  I have done this for the 
sake of easy access.  If I find that these volumes are being checked out and thus 
unavailable for in-house use, I will place all of them on reserve. 
 
OT(IBS)612 Spring 2003 
Psalter (Inductive Biblical Studies) 
 
3
IV. COURSE PROCEDURES 
A. Inductive Studies of the Psalms   
The essential core of this class is your direct, individual study of assigned 
portions of the Psalter.  To maximize your acquisition of the IBS methodology 
schedule your preparation time so that your assignments are done on-time and 
that you work on them in blocks.  My own experience shows that blocks of 2-3 
hours tend to be the most productive. 
 
 Your assignments will consist primarily of your work, not the work of other 
commentators.  Bible dictionaries/background studies may be consulted in the 
midst of your study, but only after you have completed at least your contextual 
observations.  Commentaries are to be consulted only after your own interpretive 
work has been completed and then clear documentation must be made of these 
sources.  As you know, IBS is not about collecting the remarks of other sources.  
It is about gaining confidence through the application of a tested methodology to 
interpret the message of Scripture on your own.  Believe me when I say that the 
IBS methodology will be one of the key assets that you acquire here at Asbury.  It 
will serve you for the rest of your ministry.   
 
B. Format. 
1. Please place the following items on upper right-hand corner: 
 a. Student’s name  (please print, large "font") 
 b. Lesson numeral and page number (IV-1, IV-2) 
 c. Date due/Hours Worked, in that order (e.g., Sept. 21/4000 hours) 
 On succeeding pages you need only put your last name and the lesson-page 
enumeration.  Staple or paper-clip every multi-sheet work submitted 
 
C. Evaluation and Feedback 
1. Lessons.  All lessons are due to be submitted, complete at class time as 
assigned.  Selected lessons will be graded for written feedback.   
 Due to the nature of this class, NO LATE WORK will be accepted.  
 
2. Classroom instruction and interaction.  Once the review of method is 
complete.  The majority of class time will be spent studying the texts 
under consideration. 
 
D. Grade Components.  
1) Completion of Lessons (95%).  Students are permitted to skip any one lesson 
except for the final three.   The final three lessons will be worth 15% each. 
 
2) Brief 3-4 page (max) reflection on McCann and Howell’s Preaching the 
Psalms.  Due May 7th 5%.  Students, who do a good job, will receive full credit.  The 
goal of this reading assignment is the facilitation of a substantive discussion of the move 
from Psalm text to sermon.  Engage the content of the text in your reflection. 
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Grades on all inductive studies will be based on the grading rubric available for 
downloading in the course folder.  I continue to improve this instrument so that it 
may evolve in terms of clarity. 
 
Assignments may be turned in either handwritten (provided it is legible) or typed.  
If you type your work, I would encourage electronic submission via the internet.  
This has a couple of advantages: 1) my comments are typed, 2) you receive your 
assignment back via the internet moments after I grade it.  All hard copies of 
papers will be returned via your SPO. 
 
Statement of Grades (from Catalog): 
Regarding the assignment of grades, let each one remember that the Seminary defines an 
"A" as "Exceptional work: outstanding or surpassing achievement of course objectives."   
Grades in the B range are commendable and demonstrate typical graduate level 
achievement. 
 
Incompletes (from Catalog) 
A grade of "incomplete" will be given only in the case of an "unforeseeable emergency."  
This does not include church work or problems in other courses at ATS. (This is policy 
per Catalog). 
 
F. Course Requirements  
1. Completion and submission of assignments and lessons in writing as 
assigned.  
2. Responsible prompt handling of difficulty with class content or 
requirements, of late work, of absences or other matters related to 
participation in the class. 
 
 
VI. INDUCTIVE STUDIES IN THE PSALMS 
*NINE HOURS IS THE MAXIMUM THAT IS EXPECTED TO BE SPENT ON EACH 
LESSON*   
 
Suggestions:   
1. Read through an entire assignment before beginning it. 
2. Recall that items numbered separately are often interrelated and best 
considered together and done in light of each other. 
 
 
LESSON I.SYLLABUS & FOUNDATIONS  DUE FEB 19  
1. Read through the syllabus, establishing the base of our mutual accountability for 
acquaintance with its contents. 
2. Reflect on your prior exegetical and Inductive Biblical Studies educational 
experience and the readings below.  Critique your previous work in IBS-I.  What 
are your strengths and weaknesses?  List the most important questions you have 
about methodical Bible study and about your own study of Scripture in light of 
this experience, especially your most recent Inductive Biblical Studies instruction, 
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and come prepared to discuss these questions and to submit your list for review.  
Include your self-evaluation in the reflection paper discussed below. 
3. Read Bible Study That Works, revised edition. 
4. Read Klein, Blomberg, and Hubbard, Introduction to Biblical Interpretation, pp. 
81-151 and 215-58. 
5. As part of #2, list any questions/comments that you have about the reading. 
 
LESSON II.  SURVEY OF THE BOOK OF PSALMS DUE FEB 26 
  
This is an abbreviated survey.  Do not become frustrated with the huge scope of this 
assignment.  GOAL = Gain a working knowledge of the Psalter as a whole 
 
1. Title the chapters/segments.  Be creative.  The purpose of this is so that you can 
easily bring to mind the content of the book without recourse to the text.  Discern 
the general nature of the work also (BSTW 27-31; MBS 53-59). 
2. Locate and title the main units and sub-units in the book and identify a the 
major structural relationships operative between these and in the book as a 
whole (BSTW, 32-43; MBS 38-66).  Briefly describe the specific materials 
involved in each structure.  Give references.  Remember: a major structural 
relationship will control the bulk of the material in the book or at minimum be 
operative between two main units.  Hint: Don’t reinvent the wheel.  The Psalter 
is broken into five books.  For your main units, argue either  that there are five 
main units or that one or more books fit together to form main units. 
3. Ask a brief, coherent set of interpretive questions regarding each major 
structural relationship observed and record them with each major set of structural 
observations (BSTW, 44-49).   
4. On the basis of your structural observations, identify the strategic areas which 
provide insight into the book as a whole.  This will in most cases involve an entire 
psalm or psalms.  Give reasons for each selection in terms of structural 
significance.  List one strategic area for each major structural relationship 
observed.  Note that there may be possible overlap. 
5. Note other major impressions and questions relating to the book as a whole. 
6. You may find it helpful to present your major findings (content, structure, 
strategic passages, etc.) on a book chart. You may need a legal size sheet for 
books of this size. 
 
 
LESSON III – Pss 1-2                                                                                             DUE MAR 5 
Goal = Review and practice the survey of individual psalms 
 
1. Survey  Pss. 1-2 separately.  For each:  
Survey  
1) Locate and title the main units and sub-units within this section. 
Briefly justify your divisions (write a short paragraph) 
2) Identify a few, major structural relationships operative in the unit as a whole. 
Briefly describe the specific materials involved in each structure.  Assume that I don't see 
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the structure that you have listed. I.e., give enough information to "prove" the presence of 
the structure.  Always give references.  Cf. BSTW, 32-43; MBS. 36-67. 
3) Pose a coherent set of interpretive questions for each structure identified in #2 (See 
Handout and/or BSTW, 44-49).  Use the content of the passage to make your questions as 
specific and pertinent to this assignment as possible. 
4) Based on your structural observations, identify the strategic areas which provide 
insight into the unit as a whole. Give reasons for each selection in terms of its 
relationship to your structural observations.  It may be helpful also to state these with 
each major law.  In other words, identify one strategic passage for each structural 
relationship. 
5) Identify literary forms or genres in the section as you are able. 
6) Describe the atmosphere of the unit. 
7) Other major impressions.  This is essentially a catch-all category.  
 
*If time permits, examine Pss 1-2 as a unit.  In other words, attempt to discern structures 
that link Ps 1 and Ps 2. 
 
LESSON  IV.   PSALM 19          DUE MAR 12 
 GOAL= REVIEW AND PRACTICE SURVEY AND DETAILED OBSERVATION   
 
1. Survey  Ps 19  
Survey  
a) Locate and title the main units and sub-units within this section. 
Briefly justify your divisions (write a short paragraph) 
b) Identify a few, major structural relationships operative in the unit as a whole. 
Briefly describe the specific materials involved in each structure.  Assume that I don't see 
the structure that you have listed. I.e., give enough information to "prove" the presence of 
the structure.  Always give references.  Cf. BSTW, 32-43; MBS. 36-67. 
 
c) Pose a coherent set of interpretive questions for each structure identified in #2 (See 
Handout and/or BSTW, 44-49).  Use the content of the passage to make your questions as 
specific and pertinent to this assignment as possible. 
 
d) Based on your structural observations, identify the strategic areas which provide 
insight into the unit as a whole. Give reasons for each selection in terms of its 
relationship to your structural observations.  It may be helpful also to state these with 
each major law.  In other words, identify one strategic passage for each structural 
relationship. 
 
e) Identify literary forms or genres in the section as you are able. 
 
f) Describe the atmosphere of the unit. 
 
g) Other major impressions.  This is essentially a catch-all category. 
 
2. Detailed Analysis/Observation 
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Complete a detailed analysis/observation of Ps 19:1-6 or 7-11.  Your goal is to 
review completing a detailed analysis of the content of a passage.  Do not be 
satisfied with superficiality.  Those who have completed OT501 are expected to 
make use of Biblical Hebrew in this part of the process. 
 
LESSON V PSALM 22 MAR 19 
 Goal = Review and practice survey and interpretation. 
 
1.  Survey    
Survey  
a) Locate and title the main units and sub-units within this section. 
Briefly justify your divisions (write a short paragraph) 
b) Identify a few, major structural relationships operative in the unit as a whole. 
Briefly describe the specific materials involved in each structure.  Assume that I don't see 
the structure that you have listed. I.e., give enough information to "prove" the presence of 
the structure.  Always give references.  Cf. BSTW, 32-43; MBS. 36-67. 
 
c) Pose a coherent set of interpretive questions for each structure identified in #2 (See 
Handout and/or BSTW, 44-49).  Use the content of the passage to make your questions as 
specific and pertinent to this assignment as possible. 
 
d) Based on your structural observations, identify the strategic areas which provide 
insight into the unit as a whole. Give reasons for each selection in terms of its 
relationship to your structural observations.  It may be helpful also to state these with 
each major law.  In other words, identify one strategic passage for each structural 
relationship. 
 
e) Identify literary forms or genres in the section as you are able. 
 
f) Describe the atmosphere of the unit. 
 
g) Other major impressions.  This is essentially a catch-all category. 
 
2.  Interpretation. 
a. Select the structural relationship that shows the most promise for 
understanding the passage as a whole and bring forth a set of interpretive 
questions from your survey. 
b. By analysis of the unit and careful, inferential reflection on your analyses, 
answer these questions as thoroughly as your time will allow.  Answering 
the definitive question, “What is involved in…?” is often an excellent way 
to focus the initial stages of analysis. Select the determinants that appear 
most important for answering each question. (Remember that Context 
[immediate, psalm as whole, and Psalter as whole] and interpretation of 
others are always required. 
1) Record observations and inferences, separating them clearly using 
either the two-column format  or some other indicator. 
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2) Number observations and give Bible references.  Go beyond mere 
quotation of the text. Probe, analyze, describe, label, say 
something about what is in the text. 
3) Avoid non-significant rehearsal of grammar and go beyond even 
significant grammatical analysis to other matters.   
c. Possible focus. You may find it helpful to begin your analysis process by 
focusing on the strategic passage related to the structural insights (i.e., 
focus on a detailed analysis of a strategic passage) you are going to 
pursue, moving from this passage then (as time allows) to selected 
features of the unit as a whole which are involved.  Those who have 
completed OT501 are required to make use of the original language in the 
process of detailed analysis.  I will model this in class. 
d. If it is necessary to move beyond immediate-context definition of key 
terms, consult published word studies (See Bibliography) or do your own 
strictly limited (i.e., usage within the Psalter) inquiry of a word’s use.  
e. Save time for reflection on rational and implicational questions related to 
the matters you have studied. 
f. After you have done your own analysis, consult at minimum two respected 
interpreters of your passage (see below for discussion about commentary use). 
Interact critically with this resource, integrating the results into the answers to 
your interpretive questions. 
 
3. Synthesis of Interpretation 
a) In a sentence or two, state the subject of this text?  If this was the only portion 
of Scripture that you had, what would you know. 
b) Lay out in a brief outline, how this subject is developed. 
 Remember: in the preceding work, you are aiming at a significant, 
integrated interpretation of a significant feature of the unit as a 
whole, not a collection of disconnected answers to "little" questions. 
 
LESSON VI PSALM 73 MAR 26 
 Apply Lesson V as the basic model with the following additions: 
 
  
LESSON VII Psalms 22 and 73 – Evaluation/Application APR 2 
 GOAL: Learn and Apply the Evaluation/Application method 
 
Based on your previous work on Pss 22 and 73, evaluate and apply a selected truth from your 
synthesis: 
 Evaluation – Select a truth or related truths from your synthesis. 
a) Are there clues in the context of the Psalm or the Psalter as a whole about the 
truth's specificity? 
b) How do other OT texts construe the issue under consideration? 
c) How does the NT construe the issue under consideration? 
d) Reformulate the truth in light of your canonical analysis in terms of its 
contemporary applicability. 
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Application 
a) On the basis of your evaluation, explore specific ways in which this passage 
can be applied to yourself and/or other contemporary persons. 
   
LESSON VIII - PSALM 77 APR 16 
 
Survey  
1) Locate and title the main units and sub-units within this section. 
Briefly justify your divisions (write a short paragraph) 
2) Identify a few, major structural relationships operative in the unit as a whole. 
Briefly describe the specific materials involved in each structure.  Assume that I don't see 
the structure that you have listed. I.e., give enough information to "prove" the presence of 
the structure.  Always give references.  Cf. BSTW, 32-43; MBS. 36-67. 
 
3) Pose a coherent set of interpretive questions for each structure identified in #2 (See 
Handout and/or BSTW, 44-49).  Use the content of the passage to make your questions as 
specific and pertinent to this assignment as possible. 
 
4) Based on your structural observations, identify the strategic areas which provide 
insight into the unit as a whole. Give reasons for each selection in terms of its 
relationship to your structural observations.  It may be helpful also to state these with 
each major law.  In other words, identify one strategic passage for each structural 
relationship. 
 
5) Identify literary forms or genres in the section as you are able. 
 
6) Describe the atmosphere of the unit. 
 
7) Other major impressions.  This is essentially a catch-all category.  
 
Analysis: 
1) Select the structural relationship that shows the most promise for understanding the 
passage as a whole and bring forth a set of interpretive questions.  
 
2) By analysis of the unit and careful, inferential reflection on your analyses, answer 
these questions as thoroughly as your time will allow.  Answering the definitive question, 
“What is involved in…?” is often an excellent way to focus the initial stages of analysis. 
Select the determinants that appear most important for answering each question 
(Remember that the required elements are immediate context, book context, and the 
interaction with the community of faith). 
a. Record observations and inferences, separating them clearly using either  the two-
column format  or some other indicator such as the use of  >> to indicate an inference. 
 
b. Number observations and give Bible references.  Go beyond mere quotation of the 
text. Probe, analyze, describe, label, say something about what is in the text. 
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c. Avoid non-significant rehearsal of grammar and go beyond even significant 
grammatical analysis to other matters.   
 
3) Possible focus. You may find it helpful to begin your analysis process by focus on the 
strategic passage related to the structural insights (i.e., focus on a detailed analysis of a 
strategic passage) you are going to pursue, moving from this passage then (as time 
allows) to selected features of the unit as a whole which are involved.  Those who have 
completed OT501 are expected to make use of the original language in the process of 
detailed analysis.  I will model this in my work. 
 
4) If it is necessary to move beyond immediate-context definition of key terms, consult 
published word studies (E.g., TWOT in BibleWorks) or do your own strictly limited (i.e., 
usage within the Psalter) inquiry  of a word’s use. 
  
5) After you have done your own analysis, consult two modern respected interpreters of 
your passage (see below for discussion about commentary use). Interact critically with 
this resource, integrating the results into the answers to your interpretive questions. 
 
Synthesis  
In a sentence or two, state the subject of this text?  If this were the only portion of 
Scripture that you had, what would you know. 
Describe the development of the above subject through at outline, a list of concluding 
remarks, or in a paragraph. 
Remember: in the preceding work, you are aiming at a significant, integrated 
interpretation of a significant feature of the unit as a whole, not a collection of 
disconnected answers to "little" questions. 
 
Evaluation – Select a truth or related truths from your synthesis. 
a) Are there clues in the context of the Psalm or the Psalter as a whole about the truth's 
specificity? 
b) How do other OT texts construe the issue under consideration? 
c) How does the NT construe the issue under consideration? 
d) Evaluative Synthesis - Reformulate the truth in light of your canonical analysis in 
terms of its contemporary applicability. 
 
Application 
On the basis of your evaluation, explore specific ways in which this passage can be 
applied to yourself and/or other contemporary persons. 
 
 
LESSON IX    PSALM 78 APR 23 
 Apply Lesson VIII as the basic model. 
 
LESSON X    LESSON 118 APRIL 30  
 Apply Lesson VIII as the basic model. 
 
REMINDER: BOOK REFLECTION DUE MAY 7 
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LESSON XI    PSALMS 137 MAY 14 
 Apply Lesson VIII as the basic model. 
 
LESSON XII  PSALMS 146-150 MAY 21 
 Apply Lesson VIII as the basic model. 
 
VII. SELECT BIBLIOGRAPHY 
 
HERE IS A BIBLIOGRAPHY THAT CAN GET YOU STARTED DOWN THE ROAD 
OF ADDITIONAL STUDY OF THE PSALTER. 
 
A.  METHODOLOGY   
Achtemeier, Elizabeth.  Preaching from the Old Testament.  Louisville: WJK, 
1989. 
Alter, Robert A.  The Art of Biblical Narrative.  Basic Books, 1981. 
_______.  The Art of Biblical Poetry.  Basic Books, 1985. 
Blair, Edward P.  The Bible and You.  Abingdon-Cokesbury, 1953. 
Cotterell, Peter and Max Turner. Linguistics and Biblical Interpretation.  Downers Grove: 
InterVarsity, 1989. 
Eberhardt, Charles R.  The Bible in the Making of Ministers.  Association Press, 1949. 
Hayes, John H. and Carl R. Holladay.  Biblical Exegesis:  A Beginner’s Handbook.  
revised edition.  John Knox, 1987. 
Kaiser, Otto and Werner G. Kümmel.  Exegetical Method: A Student’s Handbook. Trans. 
E. V. N. Goetchius.  Seabury, 1963. 
Kaiser, Walter C., Jr.  Toward An Exegetical Theology.  Baker, 1981. 
Kuist, Howard T.  These Words Upon Thy Heart.  John Knox, 1947. 
Longman, Tremper III. Literary Approaches to Biblical Interpretation.  vol. 3 of 
Foundations of Contemporary Interpretation. Grand Rapdis: Zondervan, 1987. 
Miller, Donald G.  The Way to Biblical Preaching.  Abingdon, 1957. 
Powell, Mark Allan.  What Is Narrative Criticism? Guides to Biblical Scholarship, New 
Testament Series.  Minneapolis: Fortress, 1990. 
Silva, Moisés. Has The Church Misread the Bible?  The History of Interpretation in Light 
of Current Issues.  Vol. 1 of Foundations of Contemporary Interpretation. Grand 
Rapids: Zondervan, 1987.  
Thompson, David L.  Bible Study That Works.  Revised edition. Nappanee, IN: 
Evangel Press, 1994. 
Traina, Robert A.  “Inductive Bible Study Reexamined in the Light of Contemporary 
Hermeneutics,”  Interpreting God’s Word for Today.  Ed. J. E. Massey and 
Wayne McCown.  Warner, 1982. 
_______.  Methodical Bible Study. 1952.  Zondervan, 1982. 
Vanhoozer, Kevin J.  Is There a Meaning in This Text?: The Bible, the Reader, and the 
Morality of Literary Knowledge.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1998. 
 
B. THE PSALMS 
 
*Allen, Leslie C. Psalms 101 - 150. vol. 21, Word Biblical Commentary. Word, 1983. 
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Anderson, A. A. The Book of Psalms.  The New Century Bible. 2 vols. Oliphants, 1972. 
Augustine, Saint, Bishop of Hippo. Saint Augustine on the Psalms, Translated and 
Annotated by Scholastica Hebgin and Felicitas Corriga. Newman Press, 1907. 
Briggs, Charles Augustus. A Critical and Exegetical Commentary on the Book of Psalms. 
The International Critical Commentary. 2 vols. T & T Clark, 1906, 1907. 
Broyles, Craig C. Psalms. New International Biblical Commentary. Hendrickson, 1999.  
Burney, C. F. (ed.). Studies in the Psalms by the Late S. R. Driver. Hadder and 
Stoughton, 1915. 
*Calvin, John. Commentary on the Book of Psalms. 5 vols. Translated by James 
Anderson, 1557. Reprint. Eerdmans, 1949. 
*Craigie, Peter C.  Psalms 1-50. Vol. 19 of Word Biblical Commentary. Word, 1983. 
Crim, Keith R. The Royal Psalms. John Knox, 1962. 
Dahood, Mitchell. Psalms: Introduction, Translation and Notes. Vols. 16-17A. The 
Anchor Bible. Doubleday, 1966-1970. 
Drijvers, Pius. Psalms, Their Structure and Meaning. Herder, 1965. 
Eerdmans, Bernardus D. The Hebrew Book of Psalms. Oudtestamentische Studien, No. 
4. E. J. Brill, 1947. 
Ferris, Jr., Paul Wayne. The Genre of Communal Lament in the Bible and the Ancient 
Near East. SBL Dissertation Series 127. Scholars Press, 1992. 
Goulder, Michael P. The Psalms of the Sons of Korah. JSOTSup., v. 2. JSOT Press, 
1982. 
Haglund, Erik. Historical Motifs in the Psalms. Coniectanea Biblica: Old Testament 
Series, v. 23. G. W. K. Gleerup, 1984. 
*Holladay, William L. The Psalms Through Three Thousand Years.  Fortress,1993. 
*Kidner, Derek. Psalms: An Introduction and Commentary. The Tyndale Old Testament 
Commentaries, 14a, 14b. Inter-Varsity Press, 1973, 75. 
Kirkpatrick, A. F. The Book of Psalms. 3 vols. The Cambridge University Press, 18981, 
1895, 1901. 
*Kraus, Hans-Joachim. Psalms 1-59: A Commentary. Augsburg, 1988. 
*_______. Psalms 60-150: A Commentary. Augsburg, 1989. 
*_______. Theology of the Psalms. Ausburg, 1986. 
Ljung, Inger. Tradition and Interpretation: A Study of the Use and Application of the So-
Called Ebed YHWH-Psalms.  Coniectanea Biblica: Old Testament Series , v. 2. 
G. W. K. Gleerup, 1978. 
McCullough, W. Stewart, et. al. "The Book of Psalms," in vol. 4, The Interpreter's Bible. 
Abingdon, 1955. 
*Mays, James L. Psalms. Interpretation. John Knox, 1994. 
*_______. The Lord Reigns: A Theological Handbook to the Psalms. Westminster John 
Knox, 1994. 
*McCann, J. Clinton, Jr. A Theological Introduction to the Book of Psalms. Abingdon, 
1993. 
*_______. “Psalms.” Vol. IV of  The New Interpreters Bible. Abingdon, 1996. pp. 639-
1280. 
*_______ and James C. Howell.  Preaching the Psalms.  Abingdon, 2002. 
*Miller, Patrich D. They Cried to the Lord: The Form and Theology of Biblical Prayer. 
Fortress, 1994. 
Murphy, Roland E. The Psalms, Job. Proclamation Commentaries. Fortress, 1977. 
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Oesterley, W. O. E. The Psalms. Translated with Text-Critical and Exegetical Notes. S. 
P. C. K., 1953. 
Poole, Matthew. Psalms-Malachi. Vol. 2 of A Commentary on the Holy Bible. 1685. The 
Banner of Truth Trust, 1962. (John Wesley's chief source for his notes on the 
OT). 
Snaith, Norman H. Hymns of the Temple. S. C. M. Press, 1951. 
Spurgeon, Charles Haddon. Treasury of David. 5 vols. Funk and Wagnalls, 1892. 
*Tate, Marvin E. Psalms 51-100. vol. 20 of Word Biblical Commentary. Word, 1990. 
Thompson, David L. “Psalms.” The Asbury Bible Commentary. Zondervan, 1992.  pp. 
504-563. 
Weiser, Artur. Psalms, A Commentary. The Old Testament Library. Transl. Herbert 
Hartwell. Westminster, 1962. 
Zenger, Erich. A God of Vengeance? Understanding the Psalms of Divine Wrath. Trans. 
by Linda M. Maloney. Westminster/John Knox, 1996.  
*Recommended 
 
C. APPROACHES TO PSALMS STUDY 
 
Bellinger, W. H. Psalmody and Prophecy. JSOTSup., v. 27. JSOT Press, 1984. 
_______. Psalms: Reading and Studying the Book of Praises. Hendrickson, 1990. 
*Brueggemann, Walter. The Message of the Psalms: A Theological Commentary. 
Augsburg, 1984. 
_______. Praying the Psalms. Saint Mary's Press, 1982. 
Brueggemann, Walter. The Psalms and the Life of Faith. Edited by Patrick D. Miller. 
Fortress Press, 1995. 
Chalmers, Thomas M. Lectures on the Origins and Growth of the Psalms. Scribners, 
1880. 
Chen, David. A Study of Reiteration in the Book of Psalms.  M. Div. Thesis, ATS. 1982. 
Childs, Brevard S. Introduction to the Old Testament As Scripture. Fortress, 1979. pp. 
501-525. 
Culley, Robert C. Oral Formulaic Language in the Biblical Psalms. Near and Middle East 
Series, 4. University of Toronto Press, 1967. 
Cumming, Charles Gordon. The Assyrian and Hebrew Hymns of Praise. Columbia 
University Oriental Studies, v. 12. AMS Press, 1966. Reprint of 1934 edition. 
Eaton, John H. Kingship and the Psalms. Studies in Biblical Theology, second series; 32. 
S. C. M., 1976. 
Gillingham, S. E. The Poems and Psalms of the Hebrew Bible. Oxford Bible Series. 
Oxford University Press, 1994.  
Gunkel, Hermann. Psalms, A Form Critical Introduction with an Introduction by James 
Muilenberg. Trans. T. M. Horner. Facet Books, Biblical Series, no. 19. Fortress, 
1967. 
Harrison, Roland K. Introduction to the Old Testament. Eerdmans, 1969. pp. 963-1003. 
Hendrix, Scott H. Ecclesia in Via, Ecclesiological Developments in The Medieval Psalms 
Exegesis and the Dictata Super Psalterium (1513-1515) of Martin Luther. E. J. 
Brill, 1974. 
Johnson, Aubrey L. Cultic Prophet and Israel's Psalmody. Cardiff University of Wales 
Press, 1979. 
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_______. Sacral Kingship in Ancient Israel. Second edition. Cardiff University of Wales 
Press, 1967. 
Keel, Othmaar. The Symbolism of the Biblical World: Ancient Near Eastern Iconography 
and the Book of Psalms. Seabury, 1978. 
Kugel, James L. The Idea of Biblical Poetry: Parallelism and Its History. Yale University 
Press, 1981. 
*Longman, Tremper, III. How to Read the Psalms.  InterVarsity, 1988. 
Mowinkel, Sigmund O. The Psalms in Israel's Worship. Trans. D. R. Ap-Thomas. 
Blackwell, 1962. 
Scott, R. B. Y. Psalms As Christian Praise. Association Press, 1958. 
Simpson, D. C. (ed.). The Psalmists. Oxford University, 1926. Essays on their religious 
experience, background, etc., by Gressman, Driver, Robertson and others. 
Skehan, Patrick W. Studies in Israelite Poetry and Wisdom. CBQ Monograph. Catholic 
Biblical Association, 1971. 
Stradling, Leslie E. Praying The Psalms. Fortress, 1977. 
Tsevat, Matitiahu. A Study of the Language of the Biblical Psalms. JBL Monograph 
Series, v. 9. Society of Biblical Literature, 1955. 
Westermann, Claus. The Praise of God in the Psalms. Trans. Keith R. Crim. John Knox, 
1965. 
Wilson, Gerald Henry. The Editing of the Hebrew Psalter. SBL Dissertation Series, No. 
76. Scholars Press, 1985. 
 
D.  WORD STUDY RESOURCES 
Concordances and Indexes 
Bible Works 4.0 
Alsop, John., ed.  An Index to the Revised Bauer-Arndt-Gingrich Greek Lexicon.  
Zondervan, 1979.   
Brown, Francis. The New Brown - Driver - Briggs - Gesenius Hebrew and English 
Lexicon. Hendrikson, 1979. [This work is keyed to Strong's concordance.] 
Einspahr, Bruce, ed.  Index to Brown, Driver, and Briggs Hebrew Lexicon.  Chicago, 
1976.   
Goodrick, Edward W. and John R. Kohlenberger III (eds.). The NIV Exhaustive 
Concordance. Zondervan, 1990.  
Robinson, Maurice A., compiler.  Indexes to All Editions of Brown-Driver-Briggs  
Hebrew Lexicon and Thayer’s Greek Lexicon.  Baker, 1981 
Silva, Moisés. Biblical Words & their Meaning: An Introduction to Lexical Semantics.  
Academie Books, 1983. 
Strong, James.  Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible.  Repr.  Abingdon, 1973.   
Thomas, Robert L. New American Standard Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible. 
Holman Bible Publishers, 1981.  
Wigrim, George V.  The Englishman’s Greek Concordance and Lexicon of the New 
Testament. Hendrickson, 1995. Keyed to Strong's, the Bauer-Arndt-Gingrich 
Greek Lexicon, Thayer's Greek-English Lexicon, and TDNT. 
Wigrim, George V. The Englishman's Hebrew Concordance of the Old Testament. 
Hendrickson, 1995. Keyed to Strong's and Brown-Driver-Briggs Lexicon. 
Young, Robert.  Analytical Concordance of the Bible.  Revised edition.  Reprint.  
Thomas Nelson, 1982.  
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Wordbooks and other Resources 
 
Botterweck, G. J. and H. Ringgren, eds.  Theological Dictionary of the Old Testament.  
vols 1-6 available.  Eerdmans, 1974.   
Brown, Colin, ed.  New International Dictionary of New Testament Theology.  3 vols. 
Zondervan, 1975-78. See indexes for entry to OT use.  
Brown, Francis, S. R. Driver and Charles A. Briggs, The Brown-Driver-Brigs Hebrew-
English Lexicon . Hendrickson. Keyed to Strong’s numbers. 
Harris, R. Laird, ed.  Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament.  2 vols.  Moody, 
1980. [Keyed to Strong's Concordance] 
Jennie Ernst, ed.  Theologisches Handworterbuch zum Alten Testament.  2 bd.  Chr. 
Kaiser Verlag, 1971.  
Kittel, Gerhard, ed.  Theological Dictionary of the New Testament.  10 vols.  Eerdmans, 
1958. See text index, Heb and English word index for entry to OT sections. 
Owens, John Joseph. Analytical Key to the Old Testament. 4 vols. Baker, 1990. Ref PJ 
4731 .B53 O94 1989 
Turner, Nigel.  Christian Words.  Attic Press, 1980.   
*Van Gemeren, Willem. New International Dictionary of Old Testament Theology and 
Exegesis. Zondervan, 1997.  
 
E.  BIBLE DICTIONARIES 
 
*Achtemeier, Paul J., ed.  Harper's Bible Dictionary.  San Francisco: Harper & Row, 
1985. 
Bromiley, Geoffrey W., ed.  International Standard Bible Encyclopedia.  Rev. ed.  4 vols.  
Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1979-88. 
Douglas, J. D., et al., eds.  The New Bible Dictionary.  Downers Grove, IL:  IVP, 1984. 
Freedman, David Noel, ed.  The Anchor Bible Dictionary.  6 vols.  New York: 
Doubleday, 1992. 
Freedman, David Noel, ed.  Eerdmans Bible Dictionary.  Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2001. 
 
F.  OLD TESTAMENT THEOLOGY 
Brueggemann, Walter.  Theology of the Old Testament. Fortress, 1997. 
Childs, Brevard S.  Old Testament Theology in a Canonical Context.  Philadelphia:  Fortress, 
1985. 
Eichrodt, Walther.  Theology of the Old Testament.  The Old Testament Library.  2 vols.  
Trans. J. A. Baker.  Westminster, 1961. 
Goldingay, John.  Theological Diversity and The Authority of The Old Testament.  Eerdmans, 
1987. 
Kaiser, Walter C., Jr.  Toward an Old Testament Theology.  Zondervan, 1978. 
Knierim, Rolf P. The Task of Old Testament Theolgoy:  Substance, Method and Cases.  
Eerdmans, 1995. 
Jacob, Edmond.  Theology of the Old Testament.  Trans. A. W. Heathcote and P. J. Allcock.  
Harper and Row, 1958. 
Oswalt, John.  Called to be Holy: a Biblical Perspective.  Nappanee, IN: Evangel, 1999. 
Payne, J. Barton.  The Theology of the Older Testament.  Zondervan, 1962. 
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Preuss, Horst Dietrich.  Old Testament Theology. 2 vols. The Old Testament Library.  
Westminster John Knox, 1995, 1996. 
Rad, Gerhard von.  Old Testament Theology.  2 vols.  Trans. D. M. G. Stalker.  Harper and 
Row, 1962, 1965. 
Sailhamer, John H. Introduction to Old Testament Theology: A Canonical Approach. 
Zondervan, 1995. 
Smith, Ralph L. Smith. Old Testament Theology: It’s History, Method, and Message. Broadman 
& Holman, 1993. 
Vriezen, Th. C.  An Outline of Old Testament Theology.  Newton Centre, MA:  Charles T. 
Branford, 1966. 
Westermann, Claus.  Elements of Old Testament Theology.  Trans. Douglas W. Stott.  John 
Knox, 1982. 
 
G.  HISTORY OF INTERPRETATION (INCLUDING PERSPECTIVES FROM 
UNDERREPRESENTED PARTIES) 
Beckwith, Roger T.  The Old Testament Canon of the New Testament Church and its  
 Background in Early Judaism.  Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1985. 
Clements, Ronald E.  One Hundred Years of Old Testament Interpretation.  Philadelphia:  
 Westminster, 1976. 
Felder, Cain Hope, ed.  Stony the Road We Trod: African American Biblical Interpretation. 
 Minneapolis: Fortress, 1991. 
Gonzalez, Justo.  Biblia Sancta. 
Kraeling, Emil G. H.  The Old Testament Since the Reformation.  New York: Harper, 1955. 
Mays, J.L., D.L. Petersen, and K.H. Richards, eds.  Old Testament Interpretation—Past, 
Present, Future: Essays in Honor of Gene M. Tucker.  Nashville: Abingdon, 1995. 
Reid, Stephen Breck.  Listening In: A Multicultural Reading of the Psalms.  Abingdon. 
Segovia, Fernando F.  Decolonizing Biblical Studies: A View from the Margins.  Orbis, 
2000. 
 
H. BIBLIOGRAPHIES FOR  BIBLICAL AND THEOLOGICAL STUDIES 
Barker, Kenneth L. and Bruce K. Waltke.  Bibliography for Old Testament Exegesis and 
Exposition.  Ed. Roy B. Zuck.  Dallas Theological Seminary, 1975. 
Bauer, David R. (ed.).  Biblical Resources for Ministry.  Second edition. Evangel Press, 
1995. 
Childs, Brevard S.  Old Testament Books for Pastor and Teacher.  Westminster, 1977. 
Moo, Douglas, ed.  An Annotated Bibliography on the Bible and the Church.  Compiled 
for the Alumni Association of Trinity Evangelical Divinity School, 1986. 
 
I. WEBSITES 
 
www.otgateway.com 
www.textweek.com/writings/psalm1.htm 
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Use of Secondary Sources in Inductive Bible Study 
 
1) Interpretation of Scripture must never take place in isolation.  We as believers in 
Jesus Christ are part of a community of faith with a tradition of biblical interpretation 
that began in the production of the Old and New Testaments and continues to this 
day.  It is crucial for us to be aware of the Church's use and understanding of the 
text(s), which we are interpreting.  This is not to say that interpretation merely repeats 
the insights of an earlier day.  Rather, the interpretive process reviews, revises, 
critiques, and is informed by the history of interpretation.   
2) Secondary sources are not to be consulted until you have completed your own work.  
Exceptions to this will be discussed in class or clearly specified in the syllabus. 
3) Secondary sources must be used critically.  Don't simply cite or quote without 
providing your own evaluation of the work.  
4) At minimum, you are expected to dialogue with two substantial modern 
commentaries on the text at hand.  If in doubt as to the substance of a resource, 
consult Bauer's Biblical Resources for Ministry.  If BRM does not cite the work in 
question, ask me or consult another commentary.  The following commentary series 
are recommended for primary consideration: WBC, NICOT, Interpretation, Anchor, 
OTL, and NIB.  Additionally, as time allows, students are encouraged to consult 
exegetical articles in scholarly journals.  See also Joel Green’s posted review of 
commentaries on the Orlando library counter. 
This is not to disparage the work of earlier generations or of popular materials, but 
represents a commitment to excellence and a desire to bring the best resources into 
play as we prepare to proclaim/teach God's word.  As a seminary trained servant, you 
can digest the "meatiest" works, glean the fullest insights, and then "translate" the for 
God's people under your care. 
5) When using resources to provide historical background to a text (Histories of Israel, 
Bible Dictionaries, etc.), make sure that the information is up-to-date.1  Use reference 
tools that are contemporary (1970-present).  Our understanding of the biblical world 
continues to grow.  We owe it to those whom we will teach/preach to provide correct 
data.  Accuracy in the handling of Scripture must always trump our own tendencies to 
do only what is convenient. 
                                            
1 BibleWorks 4.0 includes Easton's Bible Dictionary.  Easton's is dated and should not be trusted 
to provide reliable background information. 
